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Grade 9 Reading Assessment Literacy in the Community

Vocabulary

Section A (1.3.1) Synonyms

Circle the synonym for the word in bold.

1.  Letitia had a strong aptitude for science – she was always at the top of her
class.

Dislike Talent Confusion

2.  Thuy could tell Mom was baking downstairs from the pleasant aroma of
cookies.

Scent Taste Presence

3.  Jose never complained about having to do the dishes – he was a dutiful son.

Bad Boring Responsible

Section B (1.3.1): Antonyms

Select the antonym for the given word

4. Dauntless

Brave Cowardly Cold

5. Concise

Wordy Brief Uncomfortable

6. Arbitrary

Frivolous Purposeful Gentle
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Section C (1.3.1) :  Fill In The Blank

Circle the word that best completes the sentence.

7.  Mr. Yamato illustrated his point by telling another ________ about his
childhood.

Reprimand Anecdote Prefix

8.  Carl runs and lifts weights to maintain his _____________

Physique  Insight Livery

9.   I only asked how her day was and she snapped at me – she's so ________
today.

Lavish Intangible Irritable

Section D - Reading Comprehension (2.1.3)

Hello, Old Paint by Jeanne Marie Laskas

The check bounced. “Insufficient funds,” says the little note attached. Well, I’m sure it’s just a mistake.
Probably the people didn’t make a transfer in time or something. “No big deal,” I keep saying to myself,
standing at the mailbox. But the check bounced! Isn’t that strange? I mean, is there a message here?
The check was payment to us for the sale of Cricket, our ex-horse, and Sassy, our ex-mule. A sale, truth
be told, I’ve been regretting. And now the check has bounced. Is it a sign? No, of course not. Probably
just a clerical error.

 Even so, as I take the long walk back home, I get a picture in my head. I imagine that somehow Cricket
and Sassy understand that the check bounced, that they understand the legal ramifications of this, that
technically the deal is null and void, and in one burst of horse energy they leap over the buyer’s fence
and come bounding in slow motion, as if in a shampoo commercial, up our driveway, toward me, kicking
and snorting with glee, and I run toward them and we hug and live happily ever after. Together. As it
was meant to be.
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When I get home I snap out of it. No, we did the right thing, selling Cricket and Sassy. They’re in a better
place now. Cricket will be a brood mare. A mom! And Sassy, her friend, will be at her side. It’s better for
them. Better for us. Cricket, a registered American saddle-bred, is too much horse for novices like us.
And Sassy is too short for an adult to ride. And we have another horse and mule that we do ride. So this
really is the best thing for all concerned. And what did I tell myself ? Yes, some friendships are meant to
end. That’s it. Never mind that Cricket was our love-horse, the horse that walked up our driveway on our
wedding day. And Sassy was our love-mule, the mule that walked up our driveway beside her. They had
flowers in their hair. Never mind! Because some friendships are just meant to end. And I am a mature
person with a logical head who understands this.

 So I call Cricket and Sassy’s new owners. “The check bounced,” I say. “Oh, that’s our stupid bank,” the
woman says. Then she gives me her bank’s stupid phone number, should I want to call for proof that her
account is in good standing, which I don’t really, but I write the number down anyway. “Just resubmit
the check, okay?” she says. I ask her how Cricket and Sassy are doing, and she says, “Great!” Nothing
more. I wish she had said more.  Meantime, all this horse thinking gets my mind on Billy. Because not all
fading friendships are meant to end. Billy is the neighbor who sold Cricket and Sassy to us. He’s the one
who rode Sassy up the driveway on our wedding day, his feet dragging on the ground. Tom, his son,
rode Cricket. They’re the ones who put the flowers in their hair. Billy and I used to see each other more.
I don’t know why we’ve drifted. There never seems to be a real reason for friendships to fade.
Friendships take work. Maybe that’s all there is to it. I call Billy just to say hi. He seems happy to hear
from me. “We got a donkey!” he says. “She’s so goofy. You’d love her.” I tell him the news about Cricket
and Sassy, and when I mention the buyers he seems concerned: “Did you happen to insist on a certified
check?”  Oh.Sure enough, a few days later, I’m at the mailbox. “Insufficient funds.”

I can’t believe it. What do they think, I’m an idiot or something? I stomp into the house. What about
that bank phone number? I’ll call that bank, I’ll get to the bottom of this. What did I do with that
number? I must have thrown it out. I start picking through the trash. Here it is! But the paper is wet and
the number is blurred.  Isn’t that strange? I mean, is there a message here? It’s hard not to think of
disappearing ink as a message from above. I start getting shampoo commercials in my head again. Oh,
dear. Why am I putting myself through all of this? Why can’t I just admit that I made a mistake? Not just
the part about selling my beloved pets to, well, some questionable buyers. But selling them at all. And,
anyway, why can’t we breed Cricket? A lot of work, perhaps. But wouldn’t that be an amazing
experience?  I imagine Cricket back in our barn. I imagine brushing her, telling her everything I’ve
learned. “Well, Cricket, friendships take work,” I’ll say. “That’s all there is to it.” So I call the woman,
sound very businesslike. “The check bounced again,” I say calmly. “The deal is off.” Strangely, she
doesn’t sound surprised. I get the distinct sense she and her husband have been through this before.  I
call Billy. “Would you be able to go pick up Cricket and Sassy in your horse trailer and bring them back
home?” I ask. He says of course. No questions asked. And I think that’s what friends are for. And I say
yeah, I’d love to stop over and meet his new donkey.
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Section D - Reading Comprehension Questions

1. Read the following dictionary entry.

bounce [bouns]: 1. To move or walk in an energetic manner; 2. To refuse
payment because of insufficient funds; 3. A sudden spring or leap; 4. Resilience

**Which definition best matches the use of the word bounce in the fifth
paragraph of the above passage?

a. Definition 1

b. Definition 2

c. Definition 3

d. Definition 4

2. Paragraphs 3 is mainly about:

a. Rationalizing the decision to sell Cricket and Sassy

b. Nostalgic feelings towards Cricket and Sassy

c. Why the shampoo commercial is significant

d. Why the new buyers check bounced

3. What does the narrator wish that the horse and mule would do upon
discovering the check is void?

a. Behave badly for the new owners

b. Star in a shampoo commercial

c. Jump over the new owners fence

d. Nothing.
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4. In the last paragraph, the bold word certified means ---

a. guaranteed; reliably endorsed

b. legally declared insane

c. can perform duties

d. to be uncertain of

5. Which of these is the best plot summary of the story?

a. The narrator is moving to a new home and therefore she has to sell her horse
and mule. Unfortunately she cannot find a good home for the horses, so she
ends up keeping them.

b. The narrator cannot decide whether to sell her animals or to keep them. She
talks to the sellers who seem to have a problem with the bank. The narrator
believes them, and becomes friends with them upon  learning that they have
problems with the bank.

c. The narrator wants to make a shampoo commercial with her horse and mule,
but theres a buyer who wants to purchase her animals. In the end, the buyer has
insufficient funds, and cannot make the purchase.

d. The narrator sells her horse and mule to a new buyer. However, she begins to
regret her decision, and the buyers have insufficient funds, which makes the
narrator change her decision, and not sell her animals after all.

6. The narrators internal conflict stems from —

a. The new buyers bounced check

b. The loss of friendship from selling her horse and mule

c. How much her horse and mule should cost

d. The loss of friendship with the buyers, once the deal is invalid


