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Grade 8 Reading Assessment Literacy in the Community

Vocabulary

Section A (1.3.1) Synonyms

Circle the synonym for the word in bold.

1. The dress was covered in ornate embroidery.

Terrible Fancy Old

2. At night, when everyone had gone home, the neighborhood seemed desolate.

Lonely Frightening Welcoming

3. I bet if we modify the designs, this rocket will soar twice as high!

Scrap Keep Alter

Section B (1.3.1): Antonyms

4. Select the antonym for the following word: disgruntled

Healthy Happy Angry

5. Select the antonym for the following word: crucial

Unnecessary Painful Lost

6. Select the antonym for the following word: durable

Meaningful Weak Quiet
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Section C (1.3.1) :  Fill In The Blank

Circle the word that best completes the sentence.

7. Don't be so ____________ - you can't believe everything you hear!

Gaunt Gullible Turbulent

8. The new-born calf looked so __________, it was hard to believe it would soon
be learning to walk.

Ungainly Serene Tedious

9.  The streets are safe again, we were able to _________ the criminal

Enhance Abet Apprehend
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Section D - Reading Comprehension (2.1.3)

Read each passage below carefully and actively. Answer the questions that follow
each passage.

Ecosystems

An ecosystem is a group of animals and plants living in a specific region and interacting
with one another and with their physical environment. Ecosystems include physical and
chemical components, such as soils, water, and nutrients. These components support the
organisms living in the ecosystem. Ecosystems can also be thought of as the interactions
among all organisms in a given habitat. These organisms may range from large animals to
microscopic bacteria and work together in various ways. For example, one species may
serve as food for another. People are part of the ecosystems where they live and work.
Human activities, such as housing developments and trash disposal, can greatly harm or
even destroy local ecosystems. Proper ecosystem management is crucial for the overall
health and diversity of our planet. We must find ways to protect local ecosystems without
stifling economic development.

Questions

10. Which sentence best expresses the main idea of this passage?

a. Our actions can have a great impact on our ecosystems.

b. Ecosystems have been badly managed in the past.

c. Humans must clean up their trash.

d. Ecosystems interact with one another.

11. Which of the following best sums up the activities within an ecosystem?
a.predator–prey relationships

b. interactions among all members

c. human–animal interactions

d. human relationship with the environment
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12.An ecosystem can most accurately be defined as

a. a specific place.

b. a community of plants and animals.

c. a group of animals working together.

d. a protected environment.

A Sibling Rivalry

You will need to know the following words as you read the story:
tandem:working together
maneuver:make a series of changes in direction

The man with the bullhorn encouraged the runners as they made their way up the hill.

"Two hours, fifteen minutes, forty seconds." His deep, amplified voice boomed toward us.

It was mile 17 of the marathon.

"Hey, great stride!" a bearded spectator yelled to me. He clapped loudly. "You're looking
strong. Keep going—go, go, go!"

You betcha I'm looking strong, I thought, as I followed my younger sister, Laura. I had just
gotten started. She had been diligently clocking eight-minute miles since the race had
begun downtown. Initially in the middle of a pack, which was several thousand people, she
had been steadily passing other runners for the past ten miles or so. We were now on the
relatively steep rise to the St. Cecelia Bridge. Once we crossed, we would begin heading
back into town, running along the east side of the Rincon River. Laura had asked me to run
the most difficult section of the marathon with her. Not having trained for anything more
challenging than a brisk walk and with no experience running in organized events, I figured I
might be good for two or three miles.

Despite our running in tandem, we were taking different approaches to the event. Laura
was on an aggressive tack, maneuvering quickly through the slowing pack of runners. She
began calling out "On your left, sir" and "Excuse me" as she doggedly yet gracefully attacked
the rising slope approaching the bridge. Keeping up with her was no small feat. On one
hand, I felt like saying to her, Wait up! On the other hand, I knew that a timely finish would
be a personal record for her.

Up ahead, steel drums were playing. A group of percussionists was pounding out rhythms,
chanting, and encouraging us with their music and smiles. Crossing the bridge, I recalled the
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advice in the Marathon Handbook to be sure to spit off of the steely span. During my
preview of the route, it had seemed like a juvenile thing to do. But now it seemed like a fine
idea, and I spat magnificently over the side of the bridge.

"I read the handbook, too!" trumpeted a triumphant woman behind me, who also let loose
over the side of the bridge. We had now initiated a chain reaction of subsequent bridge
spitters. It was quite a sight, but I had other things to occupy my attention, namely the back
of Laura's jersey.

Easing off the bridge and heading south on Avila Boulevard, Laura and I found our pace
together again. Here we could hang to the left of the group and enjoy some brief
conversation. "You keeping up okay?" she asked. Being her older brother, and therefore
unable to admit weakness, I nodded convincingly.

"Hey, Lee!" yelled a waving man on the sidewalk. Immediately pleased that my marathon
efforts had been recognized by someone I knew, I waved back and reflected on the
importance of wearing tie-dyed clothing to a road race of this size. It made it a lot easier to
be spotted!

The town marathon is a "people's" marathon in that it tends to be a family affair, with the
runners and spectators creating a festival atmosphere. The crowds are demonstrably vocal
and supportive all day, which means a lot to the participants. I managed to run six miles
before bowing out, and Laura finished the entire race in under four hours.

I now pride myself on telling people that I ran in a marathon. The distinction between
having run a marathon and having run in a marathon seems unimportant. If pressed,
however, I'll admit that I only ran one-fourth of one.

Inspired by this year's experience, I plan to walk the course—really fast—next year. It's not
because I'm jealous of my sister's accomplishment. This is not some silly sibling rivalry in
which I must do whatever she does. Rather, Laura got free cookies at the finish line, and the
promise of that will lead me to any goal.

Questions

13. This story is told from the point of view of

a. Laura.

b. Lee.

c. both Laura and Lee.

d. an unidentified, third-person narrator.
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14. Read these sentences from the story. Below them are four definitions of
tack. Which one describes the meaning of the word as used in this section
of the passage?

Laura was on an aggressive tack, maneuvering quickly
through the slowing pack of runners. She began calling
out "On your left, sir" and "Excuse me" as she doggedly
yet gracefully attacked the rising slope approaching the
bridge.

a. a sharp, pointed nail

b. something that attaches

c. a sticky or adhesive quality

d. a zigzag movement

14. What happened immediately after Lee spit over the side of the bridge?

a. Laura was embarrassed.

b. A woman spat over the bridge.

c. Lee apologized for his manners.

d. Lee saw someone that he knew.

14.Why did the author write this story?

a.to explain how marathons are won

b. to tell about the history of marathons

c.to tell a story about a marathon experience

d.to show how difficult running in a marathon can be
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15. Why was Lee glad he wore a tie-dyed shirt?

a.It helped people locate him easily.

b.The shirt brought him good luck.

c. It added to the festival atmosphere.

d.The shirt was a favorite of Laura's.

16.What part of the marathon did Laura ask Lee to run?

a. the last six miles

b. the downhill section

c. the most difficult section

d. the last two to three miles

17. At next year's marathon, Lee plans to

a.run half of the course.

b. beat his sister Laura.

c. walk the race really fast.

d. improve his time.

18. Which of the following words best describes Laura as she is
presented in this passage?

a. competitive

b. foolish

c. comical

d. carefree
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19. The author wants the reader to think that Lee

a. is too aggressive.

b. has little self-confidence.

c. has a future as a runner.

d. is a good-natured brother.

20. Lee tells Laura that he's keeping up okay because

a. he doesn't want her to think he can't keep up with her.

b. he is always lying to her.

c. he really is doing okay.

d. he wants to motivate her.

21. Which event is the climax of the passage?
a. Laura finishes the race.

b. Lee spits over the bridge.

c. Lee gets recognition from the crowd as he runs.

d. Laura and Lee begin the race.


